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had fallen under a new influence—that of the Church in
general and St. Bernard in particular.   It seems to date from
the burning of the church at Vitry—an act of sacrilege and
horror, which, it would appear, left a deep impression on his
mind, and weaned him from the wildness of his early years
into a repentance which made him humbly submissive to the
Church which he had previously defied.   It was not a sudden
conversion but a gradual change of mind, which was complete
by 1145.   In this new mood he listened to the exhortations of Louis takes
St. Bernard, and he was the first to take the cross when thethe Cross
Second Crusade was mooted.   Here again he did not consider
the interests of the kingdom ; it was obviously hazardous for
the king to make a prolonged absence, but, though Suger
tried to dissuade him, he insisted on going.1   At any rate,
Louis did one wise thing.   Probably on the advice of his new
mentor, St. Bernard, certainly " with the assent of the lord
Pope,"  who was with him in France shortly before his
departure, he left the care of the government in Suger's Suger in
hands ; he associated with him Ralph of Vermandois and the ^rge of
archbishop of Rheims, but they were occupied as much with government
their own affairs as with public business.    Suger proved to
be more than equal to the trust.    The royal government
functioned in the royal absence, and possibly more efficiently
than if the king had been there to disturb it by his caprices.
The chief difficulty was finance.   Louis had imposed a special
levy for the crusade, especially on Church property.   It was
much resented, and it took nearly three years to collect.
Suger managed, however, to raise enough money both for
the needs of the home government and also for the king, who
was continually writing and asking for more.    It is a high
testimony to Suger's ability that, without a suggestion against
him of oppression, the finances of the kingdom were in a good
state when Louis returned after two and a half years' absence.
Louis started in 1147 on the crusade which was to prove Lmm in the
so disastrous.   He could not act in harmony with the German
king, nor could either of them with the Eastern Emperor;
neither of them, moreover, was sufficient of a general for
such a campaign.   In a year it was all over, and it was then
* He was not alone in this. The count of Toulouse, Alphonse-Jourdain,
undid much of the valuable -work he had done in making his territories into
a unified State by going on the Second Crusade, during which he died (in 1148).

